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Pact to keep 
Amazon bid 
details secret 
for 5 years? 


State and local officials 
say that won't happen 


By Mark Belko 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Nondisclosure agreements 
signed by Pennsylvania, Pitts- 
burgh and Philadelphia officials re- 
lated to Amazon’s second head- 
quarters could shield incentives 
and other confidential information 
for up to five years even after the 
contracts expire. 

Despite the language, state and 
local officials insist that any incen- 
tives offered to the Seattle e-com- 
merce behemoth will get a full pub- 
lic airing should Pittsburgh win 
HQ2— or even if it loses. 

The language shows the extent 
to which state and local officials, 
both public and private, have gone 
to protect any information, includ- 
ing possible incentives, from being 
disclosed while Amazon decides 
among Pittsburgh, Philadelphia 
and 18 other finalists. A decision is 
expected this year. 

Even a local judge overseeing a 
Right-to-Know case couldn’t coax 
the information from the govern- 
ment guardians. 

The language is contained in 
two-page nondisclosure agree- 
ments signed by the various enti- 
ties involved in the Pittsburgh and 
Philadelphia bids for the second 
headquarters, which Amazon 
claims could bring up to 50,000 jobs 
and $5 billion in investment over 17 
years to the region that gets it. 

In Pittsburgh, the agreement 
was signed by the Allegheny Con- 
ference on Community Develop- 
ment, which is serving as the 
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Suspect filed defamation lawsuit against The Capital Gazette 


The Associated Press 


ANNAPOLIS, Md. — A gun- 
man opened fire in a newspaper 
office in Maryland’s capital 
Thursday, killing five people and 
wounding others before being 
taken into custody in what ap- 
peared to be one of the deadliest 
attacks on journalists in U.S. his- 
tory, police and witnesses said. 

Police said the suspect was a 
white man in his late 30s whose 


shotgun rampage at The Capital 
Gazette followed social media 
threats directed at the newspa- 
per. A law enforcement official 
who spoke on condition of ano- 
nymity said the suspect has been 
identified as Jarrod W. Ramos, 
who filed a defamation lawsuit 
against the paper and a colum- 
nist over a July 2011 story that 
covered a criminal harassment 
case against him. 

Authorities said the gunman 


entered the building in a targeted 
attack and “looked for his vic- 
tims.” He had smoke grenades 
and fired a shotgun at his vic- 
tims, according to Anne Arundel 
County acting police Chief Wil- 
liam Krampf. 

“This person was prepared to- 
day to come in, this person was 
prepared to shoot people. His in- 
tent was to cause harm,” Chief 
Krampfsaid. 

Chief Krampf said the gun- 
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“Targeted attack’ kills 5 


Jose Luis Magana/Associated Press 


Heavily armed police officers patrol Thursday outside a newspaper office in Annapolis, Md., where a gunman killed five people. Police 


man was a Maryland resident 
and search warrants were being 
sought for his home. 

Phil Davis, a reporter who 
covers courts and crime for the 
paper, tweeted that the gunman 
shot out the glass door to the of- 
fice and fired into the newsroom, 
sending people scrambling for 
cover under desks. 

“A single shooter shot multi- 
ple people at my office, some of 
whom are dead,” he wrote. Mr. 
Davis added: “There is nothing 
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Spotlight is on GOP women 
amid Supreme Court battle 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A spotlight 
quickly focused on two Republi- 
can senators Thursday in the 
fight over President Donald 
Trump’s Supreme Court nomina- 
tion — Susan Collins and Lisa 
Murkowski, whose support for 
abortion access will reverberate 
throughout the debate. 

Every vote matters in the nar- 
rowly divided chamber, and the two 
women are already facing enor- 
mous pressure. Activist groups, 


particularly those aligned with 
Democrats, want them to rule out 
voting for a conservative nominee 
who might make precedent-shatter- 
ing court decisions on abortion, gay 
marriage and other social issues. 

The two senators were among 
about a half dozen who met with 
Mr. Trump on Thursday to discuss 
the Supreme Court vacancy. 

Ms. Murkowski of Alaska vowed 
acareful vetting of Mr. Trump’s pick, 
saying she has “extremely high” 
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Michael M. Santiago/Post-Gazette 


PROTESTS CONTINUE Andre Campbell, an activist from the 
Hill District, leads demonstrators Thursday through East Pittsburgh. 
They called for systemic changes to the East Pittsburgh Police 
Department as a result of the death of Antwon Rose Il. Story on 
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Court documents detail theft of rare ttems from Carnegie Library 


By Paula Reed Ward 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


A 1787 document signed by Tho- 
mas Jefferson. “Four Works 
Bound Together,” John Calvin, 
1557-1572. And pages and pages 
sliced from rare books from the 


Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
are among more than 300 items 
stolen over the last 20 years. 

The former archivist of the 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh’s 
rare book collection told investi- 
gators he conspired with the 
owner of an Oakland bookseller 


since the 1990s to steal and resell 
items taken from there. 

Gregory Priore, who was termi- 
nated from the library on June 28, 
2017, and John Schulman, who co- 
owns Caliban Book Shop, are un- 
der investigation for theft, receiv- 
ing stolen property and criminal 


mischief, according to hundreds 
of pages of documents unsealed 
Thursday in Allegheny County 
Common Pleas Court. 

No charges have been filed in 
the case. 


U.S. Steel 
fined $1M 


By Andrew Goldstein 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The Allegheny County Health 
Department has fined U.S. Steel 
more than $1 million for ongoing 
violations of an air quality agree- 
ment at the Clairton Coke Works. 

If the plant continues to pol- 
lute, its two worst-performing 
coke batteries will be ordered to 
cease operation until the health 
department determines the 
plant is back in compliance with 
the agreement. 

“This lack of compliance at the 
Clairton facility has had a direct 
impact on the nearby Liberty Mon- 
itor, which has begun to measure 
increasing levels of fine particulate 
matter, thus reversing a long-term 
trend of improvement,” Dr. Karen 
Hacker, director of the health de- 
partment, said Thursday. “The 
Liberty Monitor is the only moni- 
tor in the county that is out of com- 
pliance with federal EPA air 
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July 4th - 8th 
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